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have bELN CAausET O e memrer>mnn
utterly groundless report.” The name
of Maud Applegate Dlithers was ap-
pended to the statement, and It was
dated Parie, Aug, 29,

It appears that the signed statement
was left in the counting room of the
various newspapers by a heavily vell-
ed lady at an bour agreed upon as
“about 10 o'clock.” There was abso.
lutely no clue to the Identity of this
womann,

“Well, she appears to be here,” sald
Robin as he laid down the lust of the
three journals and stared al Dank as
if expecting hopo from that most un.
reliable source.

"I suppose you will now admit that
I am right about the letter B, sald
Dank sullenly,

“When 1 see Miss Guile 1 shall ask
point blank if she i1s Maud Applegate,
Dank, and {f ghe says sha [sn't 'l take
her word for it," sald Robin.

SYNOPSIS

Mr, Blithers, mult milllonalre, discusses
with his wife the possibliities of marrying
o his duughter, Maud Applegute, to the

of Graustark, who Is visiting Mr.
and Mra Truxton King in America in an-
ticipation of getting some cne to take up
the loun Rumsia holds. A Mr. Beovills i

attently
Frince Houin 18" accompanied by Count
w minlster of war; Lisutenunt
and Hobbs, the valet. The prince
Bad balked at o matrimonial alllance with
of Dewsbergen, both of them

. Bifthers discusses
and gently hints st 50,000,000 his daughter
wrill wet when she marries the right man.
Sapkers suddenly refuse to handle the
foun. Count Quinnox and Hing arrange &
meeting with Hlithers, King suspects him
the deal
promises to consider the loan,
prepares a ball for the Prince
aud, who suddenly balks at the af-
doesn’t ajtend. e
Mesting the prince out for a stroll, Bt
ers chats on matrimony. HRobln siys he ls
pot for sale, but agrees to meet Maud
when hs learns she is opposed to her par-
wishea,
Maud agnin evades the prince, who re-
he must leave for Graustark at
Maud writes sho is off for Europs

:

o
f51c

ence.

The prince as Mr. Bchmidt salls on the
Jupiter., Blithers buys $3,0X,00 of Grau-
stark bonds. A young lady disputes Rob-
fn's right to a table and deck chadr.

Ho learny she ls Mlss Guile of New
York, and her aged companion Mra, Gis-
ton. He moon becomes belter acqualnied
with Miss Guila

Heor glven name In Bedella, she tells
him.  She tells Mrs, Gaston that she sus-
pects he Is the Prince of Graustars.

Mra, Gaston changes her mantior toward
him. Hobbs discovers Mlss Gulle's bag-
guke i marked with m B, In Poris sho
Is met by a young man,

- CHAPTER XII.
The Red Letter “B."

T the Gare St, Lazare Robin had
A a brief glimpse of Miss Guile as

ghe hurried with the crowd

down to the cab Inclosure,
where her escort, the alert young
stranger, put her into a waiting Hm-
ousine, bundled Mrs. Gaston and
Marie after her and then dashed
Rway, obviously to see thelr luggage
through the douane.

She espied the tall figure of her fel-
low voyager near the steps and lean-
ed forward to wave a perfunctory
farewell to him. The car was creep-
ing out toward the packed thorough-
fare. He remained perfectly still,
with uplifted hat, a faint smlile on
his lips and not the alightest sign of
annoyance in his face, She smiled
pecurely to herself as she leaned back
in theeoat and was satisfied!

Count Quinnox found him standing
there a few minutes later, twirling
his stick and smiling with his oyes.
Accompanying the old soldier was a
slight, sharp featured man with keen
black eyes and a thin, pointed mus-
tache of gray.

This man was Gourou, chief of po-
llce and commander of the tower in

Edelwelss, succestor to the celebrat-
ed Baron Dangloss. After he had
greeted his prince the qulet lttlle[
man announced that he had reserved

for him an apartment at the Bristol. |

] am instructed by the prime min-
{ster, your highness, to urge your lm-
medlate return to Edelwelss,” he
went on, lowering his volce. “The |
people are disturbed by the reports |
that have reached us during the past
week or two, and Baron Romano s
convinced that nothing wlill gerve to
subdue the feellng of uneasiness that |
prevails except your own declaration |
—in person—that these reports are |
untrue,” |

4] ghall telegraph at once to Baron
Romano that It s all poppyeock”
pild Robin easily. “I refer, of course,
to the reported engagement. I am
not golng to marry Miss Blithers,
and that's all there Is to be sald. You
may see to it, baron, that a state- |
ment is issued to mll of the Pnrls|
newspapers today and to the corre-
spondents of all the great papers in
Europe and America. I have pre-
pared this statement, under my own
signature, and It is to be the last
word in the matter. You shall have
it when we reach the hotel-and that
reminds me of another thing, I'm
sorry that I shall have to ask you to |
countermand the reservatlon for|
rooms at the hotel you mention. 1|
have already reserved rooms at the
Ritz—by wireless. We shall stop
there. Where |s Dank?™

#The Ritz is hardly the place for'—

But Robin clapped him on the back
and fuvored bhim with the good na-
tured, boylsh smile that mastered
even the flercest of his counselors,
and the minlster of police, being an
astute man, heaved a deep slgh of
resignation.

Count Quinnox was gpawing his |
mustache. “See here, Robin,"” he sald,
laying his hand on the young man’s
shoulder, “you are in Parls now, and
not on board a ship st sea. Mins
Gulle is a beautiful, charming high-
Iy estimable young woman, and, |
might as wall say It stralght out
sour faze von ought mot to sublecl

| -

fier to The notortety thal 12 baund to
follow if the newspapers learn that
she 18 playing around Parls, no mat-
ter how Innocently, with a prince
whom""~

“Just & moment, count,” interrupt-
ed Itobin, a cold light in his now une
smiling eyes. “You are getting a lit-
tle ahead of the game. Miss Gulle ls
not golng to the Ritz, nor do I expect
her to play around Paris with me,
As a matter of fact, she refused to
tell me where she 18 to etop while
here, and I am uncomfortably cer-
tain that I shall not see her unless by
chance., You may be sure that I shall
not annoy Misa Gulle, and you may
be equally sure that she''—

“I beg your pardon, Robin, but I did
not employ the word annoy," protest-
ed the count.

—Hthat she takes me for a gentle-
man If not for a prince,” went on
Robin, deliberately completing the
sentenoce before he smiled his forgive-
ness upon the old man., “I selected
the Ritz because all rich Americans
go thers, I'm told. I'm taking a
chance."

“Robin, my lad, I beg of you to con-
slder the consequences that''—

“There's no use dlscussing it, old
friend. Trust to luck, There I8 a
bully good chance that she will send
me about my business when the time
comes, and then the salvation of
Graustark will be assured.," He sald
It lightly, but there was a dark look
in his eyes that belled the jaunty
words,

“Am 1 to understand that you in-
tend to—to ask her to marty you?"
demanded the eount, profoundly
troubled. ‘“Remember, boy, that yoy
are the Prince of Graustark, that
you''—

“But I am not golng to msk her to
marry the Prince of Graustark, I'm
Eolng to ask her to marry R.
Schmidt," sald Robin composedly.

In the baron's room at the Ritz that
night there was held a secret confer-
ence.

The three consplrators were of the
same mind. It was clear that some-

thing must be done, Buot what?
That was the question. Gourou de-
eclared that the people were very

much disturbed over the triek the
great capitalist had played upon the
cabinet; there were sullen thredts of
& revolt If the governmeoent insisted
on the deposit of bonds as required
by the agreement. More than that,
there were open declarations that the
danghter of Mr. Blithers would never
be permitted to occupy the throne of
Gravstark. Deeply as his subjects
loved the young prince, they would

fdece him ta abdicate rather than
submlit to the lesecration of a throne
that had never been dishonored.
They would accept Willlam W, Blith-
ers' money, but they would have none
of Willlam W. Blithers’ daughter.

The afternoon papers had published
the brief statement prepared by Rob-
in In the seclusion of his stateroom
on board the Jupiter immediately
after n most enjovable hour with
Miss Guile. It was & curt and ex-
tremely positive denlal of the ru-
mored engagement, with the addl-
tional information that be never had
seen Miss Blithers and was more or
less certain that she had never set
eyes on him.

A rather staggering colncidencs ap-

peared withi the published report that |

Miss Blithers herself was supposed to
be somowhere In Europe; word hav-
ing been received that day from
sources in London that she had salled
from New York under an assumed
name. The imaginative French four-

nals put two and t¥®o together and
dwelt upon the possibility that the
two young people who had never
seen each other might have crossed
the Atlantic on the same steamer,
seelng ecach other frequently and yet
remaining entirely In the dark, so to
speak. Inspired writers began to
welve R romance aroutd them.

The newspapera also printed a defl
nite bit of news In the shape of a dis-
pateh from New York to the effect
that Mr. and Mrs. William W. Blithers
were salling for Europe on the ensu-
ing day, bound for Graustark.

However, the chief and present eon-
erm of the three loyal gentlemen In
midnight conclave was not centered
in the trouble that Mr. Blithers had
started, but In the more despirate
sltuation created by Misa Guile, Bhe
was the peril that now con{fonted
them, and she was [ndeed a peril

“By Jjove!” exclalmed Dank, =0
loudly that his companlons actually
jumped in their seats

“What sails you, Dank?" demanded
the baron, removing his eyea from the
young man's face long enough to
glance fearfully at the transom

“Tve—I"ve got It!" crisd the soldier.
Count, you remember the blg red leb
téer B on all of her trunks, dont you?
Hobhs 1= positive he"—

t Quinnox sprang to his feet
the ahle with his fei

“And if she says she i8?"

—y . T S e e S ——
“By J?wﬁ!" he shouted, suddenly | “Well," sald the prince ruefully, "I'll

comprehending. still take her word for it
“The letter B?" queried Gourou, per- |  “And then ™"
plexed. “Then I shall be equally frank and

“The newspapers say that she sailed
from New York under an assumed
name," went on Dank, thrilled by hls
own amuzing cleverness. “There you
are! Plain as day. The letter B ex-
plains everything. Now we know who
Migs Guile really ls. She's"—

*Maud!"” exclalmed Quinnox, sinking
back into his chair.

“Miss Blithers!” ecried Gouron, dl-
vining at last. “By jove!" And thus
was the jovian circle completed,

Robin was informed bright and early
the next morning. In fact, he was still
in his pajamas when the news was
carried to him by the exhausted Dank,
who had spent five hours In bed, but
none in slumber, Never In all his
ardent eareer had the smart lleutenant
been so bitterly afflicted with love-
sickness as now.

“T don't belleve n word of It," sald
the prince promptly. “You've been
dreaming, old chap,”

“That letter B Isn't a dream, is 1t?

“No, it isn't,” eald Robin, and ip-
stantly sat up In bed, his face very
serlous. "If ghe should turn out to
be Misa Blithers, I've cooked my goose
to a erisp. Good Lord, when [ think
of some of the things 1 said to her
about the Dlithers family! But wait!
If she {5 Mias Blithers do you suppose
she'd sit calmly by and hear the fami-
ly ridleuled? No, eir! She would
have taken my head off ke a flash.”

“I suppose you'll see nothing more
of her, your highness"” remarked
Dank, a sly hope struggling in his
brenst.

“You'd better put it the other way,
She'll see nothing more of me,” lugu-
briously.

“lI mean to say, sir, you can't go on
with {t, can you?"

“If thers [s really anything to go on
with, Dank, I'll go on with {t, belleve
mﬂ.“

tell her that I nm Robin of Graustark.
That will put us all square again, and
we'll see what comes of it in the end.”

The day was warm and clear, and
Parls was gleaming. Robin stretched
his long legs in a brisk walk across
the Place Vendome and up the Rue
de la Paix to the boulevard. Here he
hesitated and then retraced his steps
slowly down the street of diamonds,
for he suspected Miss Guile of being
interested in things that were costly.
Suddenly inspired, he made his way
to the Place do la Concorde and set-
tled himself on one of the seats near
the entrance to the Champs Elyseos,
: man came up and took a seat beslde

im.

“Good morning, Mr. Schmidt,” sald
the newcomer, and Robin somewhat
gruffly demanded what the deuce he
meant by following him. *“I have some
{nteresting news,"” sald Baron Gourou
quietly.

“From home? asked Robin care
lessly.

“Indirectly. It comes through Der-
lin. Our speclal agent there wires me
that the offices of Mr. Blithers In that
eity have reeelved Instructions from
him to send engineers to BEdelwelss
for the purpose of estimating the cost
of remodeling and rebullding the cas-
tle—in other words, to reitore It to Its
condition prior to the Marlanx rebel
lion fiftecn yeurs ago."”

There was n tantallzing smile on the
baron's face as he watched the chang-
Ing expresslons in that of his prince.

“Are you In earnest? derfanded
Robin, n bright red gpot appearing In
each cheek. The baron nodded hils
head. “Well, he's got a lot of nerve!"

“I shudder when I think of what I8
lkely to happen to those architects
when they begin snooping rround the
cagtle,” sald Gourou dryly. *“By the
way, have you seen Miss Gulle this
morning ™

Robin's cheeks were now completely
suffused. “Certainly not.”

“She was in the Rue de la Paix half
an hour ago. | thought you might"—

“You saw her, baron?™

“Yeos, highness, and It may interest
you to know that she saw you."

“The deuce you say! DBut how do
you know that It was Mlisas Gulle.
You've no means of knowing."

“It Is a part of my profession to rec-
ognize people from given descriptions.
In this case, however, the {dentifica-
tion was rendered quite simple by the
actions of the young lady herself. She
happened to emerge from a shop just
as you were passing, and I've never
seen any one, criminal or otherwise,
seek cover as quickly as she did. She
dirted back into the shop like one
pursued by the devil

“Where did she go from the Rue de
la Paix?" asked Robin Impatiently.

“To the Ritz, 1 was there almost as
rgoon as she. She handed an envelops
—containing n letter, I fancy—to the
curringe man and drove away in the
direction of the Placo de 'Opera. |
have a gly notlon, my prince, that you
will find a note awaiting you on your
return to the hote]l. Ab, you appesr
to be In haste, my young hunter.”

“lI am fn huste. If you expect to
keep alongside, baron, you'll huave to
run,” oried the prinee, and was in-
utantly In his seven league boots,

“Waon't you sit down, baron? I'il be
at liberty in n minute or two," he eald,
on reaching his room at the hotel,
and coolly proceeded to scan the brief
messige from Miss Guile

(To be Continbed)

N

They Would Have None of William W,
Blithers' Daughter,

The licutenant mtared, *“But If she
should be Miss Blithers, what then?
J “1t might slmplify matiers tremend-
ously,” said Robin, but not st all con-
Adently,

Later on, while ihey were breakfast.
Ing in Robin's sitting room, Hobbs
brought in the morning newspapers.
He Iaid one of them before the prince
and jabbed his forefinger upon a glar
ing headline.

“‘Misa Blithers Denies Report.
Bigned Btatement Mysteriously Re-
celved. American Helress Not to Wed
Prince of Graustark’ Shall 1 read the
harticle, sir?”

Robin snatched up the paper and

PURE BRED

Licence No, 224

from his brother, for a considera-
tion of twenty dollars,'

Mr. Anderson's mine pald  well
froom the start and he was working
it pencefully durlng 1809, 1000 and
1901. Provisions used on the claim
were bought from Nome merchants.
Anderson's relations to his church
had always been of the keenest in-
terest and Lis parents were among
the organizers of the sect. Having
studied a year In {ts school and
having spent a year In its hospitals
bis Interests for the alleviation of
the neddy were awnkened.

“When fortune smiled on him his
thoughts went out to the church and
its meeds. After returning from his
summer trip to Aluska in 1501 he
wishied to lelp the needy and
wrote officlals of the ehurch that he
intended to make a donation of
20,000 for a new hospital., A
friend of Mr. Anderson who had al-
s0 found his fortune in Alaska made
o ke offer. To the Covenant college
wiileh he had attended Mr, Ander-
son desired to make s gift of §26,-

A SPRING TONIC

Old Reliable Hood's Sarsaparilla (s
Pleasant and Effective.

Your elose confinement indoors
and lieavy living during the winter,
and the torpid condition of your
gystem bronght ahout by eold
weather, have made your blood im-
pure and weak, so that now ernp-
tions appear on wyour face and
by, you luck vitality, strength and
aninintion, yonr appetite is poor
and you fael all tired ont,

From any druggist get Tood’s
Savsaparillh, Tt combines just the
riots, barks, herbs and other sub-
stances that you nesd. It purifes
and strengthens the bhldod—mnkes
the rich red Blood that von must
have to feel well, look well, eat and
sleap well,

Hood's Sarsaparilla i not simply
a spring medicine—it is an all-the-
year-round blood puriticr and tonie
—but it is the best spring medieine,
Remember it has stoold the jest of
furly yoars, Be sure to ot Hood’s.

g mee————— )OO,
LN N W W A A W W
P . Af a young man fn school he

knew of the struggle for an educa-
tion which many have who have no
other means than summer work.
This neesd Mr, Anderson offersd to
assist and wished to give as a start-
er 34000, making a total of $64.-
000, After Mr. Anderson had made
known hig wish to the church a re-
port reached him that the chureh
eclalmed his property. He Immediate-
Iy wrote the officlals of this report
and withdreaw his dooation until
they had run down the rumor. He
sld until the rumors were ground-

& P, H. ANDERSON TELLS L
L OF ILONG FIGHT #
¢ L]
L E R E R NN N NN SRR N

Peter H, Anderson, around whose
adventures In the gold flelds of
Alaska and the diamond flelds of
Brazil have been woven romances
and whose history enterad into Rex
Beéach's book, “Tha Spollers," was
In the clty. He Is visiting his broth-
ar John on the Anderson farm soutn
of Enterprise, He Is preparing an

appesl to the appellate court of the ed all communications with the
United States from a decislon re-|(church would be sovered. In n fow
vently handed down by Judge Pol-|months the churth wrote Mr. Ans

derson g8 considering him the own-
er of the mine and gave him a re-
lease In full of all his claims. Alter
the relenso was recelved Mr. An-
derson made his donution,

1802 he sold No, 0 to Dr. C.
W. Johnson for $100,000 although
the proceedings of the church had
not made the way c¢lear for him to
mako the donation.

lock of the federal court in the sult
of Nela Hultberg against him,

Mr. Anderson except for his loose-
Iy hung frame, the long arms and
shouldera Indleating strength, Is
not the miner type, The storms of
the north have left few furrows on
an onen, frank face. Continual strife
at Jaw since his transition from a
hard working missionary to the

owner of gold mines which sold for| 15 1002 Hultberg got into the
§100,000 has not tinged his spielt|eqmoe ngain, What is clnimed by An-
With malice. Fis soft eyes have no(gergon and proven by the records
gleam of anger. He says he willlyg testitiod by Prof, Nolvall who was
fight for what he belleves s hls a8 [(ho gocretury of the Covenant to
long as It can be fought, hove been a *doctoring' of the

The story Mr. Anderson (ells {minutes of the annual meeting of

the Covenant to make it the sense
of the oreganization that Anderson
was the unlawful owner of the
mines, took place ghortly aftor Hult-
berg arrived. He claimed title to the
mines which Anderson had sold, un-
der the rule that It belonged to the
church. The church gave him a deed
to the mine.

This started the lNtigation which
was carried from the board of arbi-
itratlon when two members declded
In favor of the Covenant, to the su-

fulrly glistens with the snowy ro-
mance of the Nome region, How the
young man gradunting from North
Park college, maintained by the
Bwedish BEvangslical Misslon Coven-
ant of Amerlean, fmbued with the
desire to spread the gospel to a
new country chose Alaska, has been
the theme of many writera In  the
United States. His success and fight
to protect what the earth sielded
him would make another story of
equal lnterest.

“In 1897 I went to Chinik,' sald | preme court of the Unlted States.
Peter Anderson. “The Covenant|All courts refusing to go back of the
sent me. Nels 0. Hultberg was o |arbitration award, Mr. Anderson lost

his holdings.

The Covenant not satisfled with
taking what Mr. Anderson had, Mr.
Anderson says It s now trying Lo
take what Mrs. Anderson lLus,

T pm more interested now in my
wife's property.’” Mr. Anderson
dnld. “That 1s & farm In Dickingson

In
that

misslonary there at that time.
1807 gold was discoverad in
reglon and the rush began.'

The gold fover evidently attacked
Hultherg who began prospecting
tours while Anderson attended to
It own knitting In the schools and
thurches, In 1898 John Brynteson

organized a party of slx which pros-|county which Judge Pollock ruled
peeted near Bilprock, In the party dagalnst recenily. It wias purchased
wern Hagelin, Huoltbers, Blake, Por-|with procéeds from mine No. 2. This
ter and Kimber, The parly was|[mine was given to Mrs, Anderson

driven by a storm into the mouth of {pnd the Covenunt has pot Inid nny

the Snake river where Nome Is now |claim to it.

loeated, While walting for tha storm “The only thing to do now I8 to
ta sulisids they prompoctod. 'j'h"!":fiulll the caso to the Inst diteh.
found Anlvl Creek although HO | Hultherg nover had any olalm n
clalms wore staked out the mines, 1 bought them. 1 was
Later in Seplembaor, 18498, Bryn-|luander no obligation to the church
tegon made up auother party and [when I went there”
returnnd Lo Anvil  Cresk where -
severkl clalms wore stukod for them Purlty Glves Power
and thelr friends. *“No. 2 Above” There nre stlll many poersons In
wis staked for Poter Andersun, the world that need to be Impressed
with the fnet that the purer the
Thiz purty Jotated claling In \“_M.]mnl I the greater the power of
vil Creek up o and Including No, 0| the system 1o remove diseise and
Ahove according to tha testimony |'|H' less the labllity to eontract It
¥ | Persons whaowse blood Is In good con-
r Y ntesn le Wty
of Mr, Bryh . While this part) ditlon are moch lesa likely o take
was away from Chiolk Mr. Ander-|.41d or to be long troubled with it,
san went dowsn to Bt Michael where | or to ealoh any contagious or infec-
ha met G. W. Price tious disease, than are those whose
; blood 18 impure and therefore fm-
“I learned that he wan a mining poverlshed and lacking In vitality.
man and 1 helped him out” Nr.| The best medicinle for purifying tho
Anderson sald. “He wanted to go|blood ia Hood's Sarsaparilla, and
persons stuffering from any biood

to Councll so 1 gave him a Hft with
m§ boat. He was a good mining man
and I was In hopes he would stay
untll the other party returned. He

disensedisense or any want of tone
In the system are urged to give this
medicine a trial. It Is eapecially use-
fal at this time of year.

read aloud for himself. dld, When they showed some gold
| The following card appeared at the dust we organized another party. 1
; , T labl lir.g Balve

| bead of the column and was supple- asked Mr. Price to stake a claslm for hat ?" Reliable Healir.g
:tn-_-ntml !:3 a complete resume of the me near his. He sald he would.”
.Blllhem irspstark mnddle: This uew party returned in Oeto-

“Miss Hlithers desire to correct an Der. 1398 {6 Anvil Cresk. whars
erroneous report that has appeared In - TR atts I_ : Priaz 3 1 1 NEE faiie wad neree while Seve w
| the newnpapers, She {8 not engaged the clalms were staked because on Russasse By wrw hats | setnral dade. -
to be married to the Prines of Grau- - - the preceding trip the prospectors || ant wver ivere s see.

M ¥ JAER 7545 » Lste o by maall g8Non, T
| stark, nor is there even the remotast MOXTFELLIER 75428 had viplated ths law by staking the Lq - ‘L.fi.t:ﬁ.ifﬁ.‘l.“i.‘.’."“
probability that such will ever be the clalms too large. When they were d
case. Miss Blithers regrets that she The richly bred biack Percheron|... down fn size sccordine to Iaw
kas not the homor of Prince Robin's [ will make the seasom st the farm| ... - No. § Above was staksd fo7 : LA R R R R 2 R R LR R R .=
| scquaintance, and the prince bas spe- |31; miles southwest of Abllens I!s . Price by G, W. Price, his|® T. B. CONKLIN @
ft:.'ﬁrall_r stated in the publie prints e - # @ -
that he does not know her by sight. sTuther. 8 : W"’l a
| The siatements of the two persons j J BLEAKLEY UAfter the party returned.” sald|g Residence phons 3; Office 2 @
most vitally affected by this distard- t Ji Mr., Anderson, 1 purchased No, 2|@ Over Smith & Balknap Grocery :
ing rumor should be taken as final from G. W. Price who conveved me|@®
. Ownar. i v

Sufficlept La[n a3d gpoyangs already s deed under power of attorpey|® 00008 I EEERER R NN ]
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